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so the same facts have in the different systems a quite different
value given them, as in a game of whist the same hand has
quite a different value according to the card that is tramps.
In the whole period of Greek Philosophy, for example, from
the time of Socrates, and in all European thought down to the
advent on the scene of Modern Physical Science, the principle
of Intellect or Intelligence (vovs) is the supreme principle
around which all thought is centred; what is called the Vital
Principle or diffused Soul of things being regarded as but the
matrix for the growth and nourishment of Intellect ; the
foundation, of which it is the architectural crown ; the casing,
in which as a jewel it is set. All the problems of the world
and of life, accordingly, take their cue from this principle, and
from their relation to it receive all their own importance and
significance. With Hindoo Thought, again, it is just the
opposite. Here the Vital Principle (^t'xv) the Anima Mundi
which is the life of Nature, is the supreme principle to which
all else pays homage ; the Intellect being regarded as but an
evanescent foam-bubble thrown up to the surface of its deep
and ever flowing stream, and turning for the moment its
gleaming colours to the light, but coming into being only with
the lives of men, and with them passing away. In modern
systems of philosophy, again, like that of Mr. Herbert Spencer,
it is evident that still another principle and one different from
both these, is king, viz., that of pure Physical Mechanism;
masses and molecules and particles being the supreme pontiffs
whose dress not only the ' Vital Principle' of Hindoo Thought,
but Intellect, Beauty, and Love itself must wear, before they
can have the entree to its high courts. From all of which it is
evident, that as in systems of pure philosophy things take their
value from a single supreme principle, we ought, if only we can
seize what this principle is in any particular world-system, to
be able to lay down at the outset the laws of its procession and
the curve of its evolution, with a large measure of scientific
exactness and precision. But we ought to be able to do more,